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BOOK IMPOSITIONS
1962

FOREWORD

This booklet, which supersedes all previous editions, specifies the
custom of the trade in the matter of impositions in book printing, marks
to be incorporated by the printer, the slitting of sheets on the printing
machine and the method of packing and labelling. It is produced for the
benefit of book printers, bookbinders and their customers.

The changes as compared with the 1956 edition are that the instruc-
tions have been clarified and brought into line with current practice both on
pages 2 and 3 and on the imposition diagrams themselves. No additional

impositions have been introduced,

L. E. KENYON, Director,
British Federation of Master Printers,
11 Bedford Row, London, W.C.1

FOOTNOTE

The first edition of Book Impositions was produced in 1927 by the Master
Bookbinders Association and it was welcomed by publishers, printers and binders.
In 1936 the Association, in co-operation with the British Federation of Master
Printers, compiled a new edition which was a considerable extension of the original
book. This, too, proved of immense value to all engaged in the production of
books. In 1946 a reprint of the 1936 edition was produced by the British Federa-
tion of Master Printers and, subsequently, following careful work by a sub-
committee of the Book Printers and Publishers Binders Sections of the Federation
a new edition, incorporating revisions and extensions, was produced in 1956.
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PLAN

IMPOSITIONS

INDEX

DIAGRAMS OF
FOLDING MACHINE ROLLS

8 PP.
TWO PARALLEL FOLDS
FOLDS USED: I, 2

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—
R, Ri1

32 PP.
TWO PARALLEL, TWO CROSS FOLDS
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3, 4
I, 2 & 4 BUCKLE FOLDS, 3 KNIFE FOLD

IMPOSITION LETTER :—
S

64 PP.

TWO PARALLEL, TWO CROSS, ONE RIGHT
ANGLE &

FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3,4, 5
1, 2 & 4 BUCKLE FOLDS, 3 & 5 KNIFE FOLDS
IMPOSITION LETTER :—

T uf a
a3 w
& w

16 PP. TWO UP 1

TWO RIGHT ANGLE, ONE PARALLEL
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 2A

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—

U, Ui

16 PP. TWO UP
TWO RIGHT ANGLE, ONE PARALLEL
FOLDS USED: |, 2, 2A

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—
W, Wi

2
1

16 PP. EIGHT UP
THREE PARALLEL
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3

IMPOSITION LETTER :—
X

az3ad

BTN LR O

s

il

IET Ty




4 DIAGRAMS OF
I M POS ITl O N S FOLDING MACHINE ROLLS

TWO 32 PP. I i W
|

{HH]
(16 PP. INSERTED 16 PP.) :li{{i{,'l il
IMPOSITION LETTERS :— :{3{:}:{} 3 |{|{|I|= 3
A, Al C* d g
OR FOUR 16 PP.
SECTIONS (CONTINUOUS)
IMPOSITION LETTERS i
B: B, €
QUAD MACHINE
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3

ONE 32 PP.

(16 PP. INSERTED 16 PP.)
IMPOSITION LETTERS :—

D, By F

OR TWO 16 PP.
SECTIONS (CONTINUOUS)
IMPOSITION LETTERS i—

E, EI, G

DOUBLE SIXTEEN MACHINE
FOLDS USED: | 2 3

16 PP.
THREE RIGHT ANGLE FOLDS
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—
H, Hij, .J, J1, K, K, Z

32 PP. ‘
4

FOUR RIGHT ANGLE FOLDS

FOLDS USED: |, 2, 3, 4
IMPOSITION LETTERS :— =4
L L, M SHEET

TURNER

AL?ERNATIVE

32 PP. TWO UP
THREE RIGHT ANGLE, ONE PARALLEL
FOLDS USED: |, 2, 3, 3A

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—
N, N1, O

16 PP.
THREE PARALLEL FOLDS
FOLDS USED: 1, 2, 3

IMPOSITION LETTERS :—
P, Q




IMPOSITIONS DIAGHAMS OF

FOLDING MACHINE ROLLS

Q3ad

32 PP. FOUR UP

ONE RIGHT ANGLE, THREE PARALLEL 1
FOLDS USED: I, 2, 3, 4 %2 13
IMPOSITION LETTER i—
3
Y =

IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE DIAGRAMS OF FOLDING ROLLS

GIVEN ARE ESSENTIAL FOR FOLDING THE IMPOSITION NUMBERS QUOTED,

BUT IN MANY CASES THE FOLDING MACHINES MAY ALSO BE FITTED

WITH ADDITIONAL FOLDING ROLLS WHICH COMBINE SEVERAL OF THESE

DIAGRAMS, E.G. A FOUR RIGHT ANGLE MACHINE MAY ALSO INCLUDE

DOUBLE THIRTY-TWO FOLDING ROLLS COMBINING DIAGRAMS Nos. 4 & 5,
AND IN OTHER MACHINES STILL MORE.
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